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· I’d like to give you a sense of the goals for the technology underlying the NSDL, and why the NSDL is much more than just a search engine
· Google, Yahoo, and other general search engines are great for discovering potential science resources, but not so good for helping people to select high-quality resources or to figure out how to use them.
· Both teachers and research studies tell us that digital science resources are only useful in context: as part of a lesson plan; with evaluations, comments and reviews; or related to a particular educational standard

· We are building the NSDL on a leading-edge Digital Repository Architecture called Fedora. Fedora allows us to create a web of context around the basic science resources in the library. It also allows us (with permission) to preserve multiple versions of these resources indefinitely

· Building on the work of the Achievement Standards Network and others, we can use this new repository to relate science resources to the full range of state and national educational standards, from kindergarten through graduate school

· Using web tools such as blogging and tagging, we can allow teachers, faculty, NSF-funded researchers, and other domain experts to select, identify and create context for science resources in the library. The NSDL will become a shared pool of collective knowledge about teaching and learning about science.
· The traditional brick & mortar library used to be a place for scholars to gather together, do research, and exchange ideas. When libraries tossed their paper card catalogs, one complaint was that the marginal notes that scholars used to make on the cards, to pass along information about the resource, were lost as well. In the NSDL, we can once again create a living, dynamic library.

· As Amazon has done for bookselling, as Google has done for ranking web pages, we can build the NSDL as a library where the community of teachers, researchers and students exchanges information and provides critical context for all the resources in the library.
